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ENGLISH TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

Year 11 English ATAR Course Examination, Unit One 2017 

 
Question Paper 

 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH 

English ATAR (Year Eleven) 
 
 
Time allowed for this paper (or as determined by the school)  
Reading time before commencing work:  Ten minutes 
Working time for paper:  Three hours 
 
 

Materials required/recommended for this paper 

To be provided by the supervisor 
This Question Paper 
Standard Answer Book 
 
 

To be provided by the candidate 
Standard items: pens, pencils, eraser or correction fluid, ruler, highlighter 
Special items: nil 
 
 

Important note to candidates 
No other items may be taken into the examination room. It is your responsibility to ensure that 
you do not have any unauthorised notes or other items of a non-personal nature in the 
examination room. If you have any unauthorised material with you, hand it to the supervisor 
before reading any further. 
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Structure of this paper 

Section 
Number of 
questions 
available 

Number of 
questions to 
be answered 

Suggested 
working time 

(minutes) 

Marks 
available 

Percentage of 
exam 

Section One: 
Comprehending  

3 3 60 30  30 

Section Two: 
Responding 

6 1 60 40 40 

Section Three: 
Composing 

5 1 60 30 30 

   
 

Total  100 

 
 
 
Instructions to candidates 

1. The rules for the conduct of Western Australian external examinations are detailed in the 
WACE Manual.  Sitting this examination implies that you agree to abide by these rules. 

2. Write your answers to each section in the Standard Answer Book or paper supplied by 
your school or college. 

3. You must be careful to confine your responses to the specific questions asked and to 
follow any instructions that are specific to a particular question. 

 
 
 
 
In Section Two: Responding, you must make primary reference to any text or text type that you 
have studied. 
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Section One: Comprehending       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are three (3) texts and three (3) questions. Answer all questions. 

 

You are required to comprehend and analyse unseen written and visual texts and respond 

concisely in approximately 200-300 words for each question. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
 
Question 1:           (10 marks) 
 
Describe how Grant is constructed through specific language features in text one.   
 
 
Question 2:           (10 marks) 
 
Explain how elements of narrative create a particular mood in text two.  
 
 
Question 3:           (10 marks) 
 
Explain how visual elements persuade readers to respond in text three.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 1 
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Text 1 
 
The following is an excerpt from Stan Grant’s expository text Talking to My Country, published in 
2016. 
 
I want to tell you about blood and bone and how mine is buried deep in this land. I want to tell 

you of a name that should be mine, a Wiradjuri name that passed down from thousands of years 

of kinship – taken from us along with our language and our land. And I want to tell you how I 

came to the name I have: Grant, the name of an Irishman, a name from a time of theft and death.  

 

Australia still can’t decide whether we were settled or invaded. We have no doubt. Our people 

died defending their land and they had no doubt. The result though was the same for us 

whatever you call it. Within a generation, the civilisations of the Eastern seaboard – older than 

the Pharaohs – were ravaged. 

 

Across Australia, nations that had not seen a white man – Bandjalang, Kamilaroi, Ngarrindjeri, 

Arabana, Darumbal, Gurindji, Yawuru, Watjarri, Barkindji, and all of the other hundreds of distinct 

peoples, each with their own boundaries defined by kinship and trade – in the eyes of the British 

simply never existed.  

 

Soon we would lose our names, names unique, inherited from our forefathers. Then our 

languages silenced. Soon children would be gone. This is how we disappear. Now Australians 

pay their respects to the elders of nations of which they have no idea.  

 

I want to tell you how you have always sought to define us. You called us Aborigines: a word that 

meant nothing to my people. And in that one word, you erased our identities.  

 

Australians know so little about us. They know so little about what has happened here in their 

name. Perhaps they can talk about the American west: Sitting Bull and Custer and Little Big 

Horn. They may know of Caesar and Napoleon and Tutankhamen. But Pemulwuy? Windradyne? 

Jandamurra? What of these warriors and leaders who fought and died here for their land? What 

about the massacres of Myall Creek, Coniston or Ridson Cove?  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 2 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons, this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this document.
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Text 2 
 
The following is an excerpt from the opening of Stephanie Bishop’s 2015 novel, The Other Side 
of the World. Set in the 1960s, telling the story of a young English couple who emigrate to 
Perth, The Other Side of the World is an extended meditation on the longing for home, as well as 
a love story between a man and a woman, parents and their children. Here, the protagonist, 
Charlotte, is yet to emigrate to Perth. 
 
 

She clambers over the fence and strides out into the field. It is autumn, cold – an arctic wind 

blows and her coat billows behind her. Rain falls in a sudden shower, but she pushes on into the 

green distance and further, towards the blue rise where the woodlands begin. It is like wading 

into the sea, she thinks. The wind against her, the grass at her knees. They go on for miles, 

these grazing lands, and the further she walks the smaller she becomes, until she is just a thin 

black mark against the wetland. Henry must be wondering where she’s got to – she could never 

be lost here, but she could disappear, she thinks, as she passes the slow cows chewing frozen 

ground, steam rising from their flanks. She passes the pond, covered now with silvery ice, the 

frosted edge of brambles. Above her the sky is mottled brown and grey and the air smells of 

dung and grass. The leaves on the hawthorns are gone; those on the horse chestnuts are still 

browning and falling. She is on her way back from the doctor’s so it must be Monday, or perhaps 

Tuesday. Dr Pascoe only sees patients Mondays and Tuesdays. How can I lose track of time like 

this? she thinks. Dates do not seem to matter; one day she feels the same as the next. But they 

do matter, the doctor assured her, they do indeed. ‘You must be mistaken,’ she said. ‘You cannot 

be right.’ 

 

She startles at the sound of a crow. The certainty – impossible – that the call is that of her child. 

The sound coming towards as she moves further away, her own voice drifting back: Lucie? Is 

that you? No, of course not, it’s just a bird, the baby asleep at home. Charlotte watches the crow 

swoop down, coast on a low current of air and land further out. She can count on one hand the 

times she’s left the house alone, without the baby. And every time it’s the same – how she 

startles at every long, high note, thinking it is Lucie. She feels the strange phantom sense of the 

child’s weight against her hip, the loose stone of her head lolling, asleep, in her shoulder. The 

crow calls again – she sees it call, the open black beak, the silky, lifted throat – and her skin 

prickles. A gust of wind disperses the cry; the sound rises up then floats down over the field, 

coming from everywhere and nowhere all at once.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See next page for Text 3 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons, this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this 
document.
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Text 3 
 
The image below is a 2015 advertisement from The Meth Project. The Meth Project is a large-
scale prevention program aimed at reducing meth use through public service messaging, public 
policy, and community outreach.  The text in the bottom right hand corner of the image reads, 
METH. NOT EVEN ONCE. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Section One 

  

 
 
 
 
For copyright reasons, this text cannot be reproduced in the online version of this 
document. It may be viewed online at: 
 
https://www.dailyrepublic.com/wires/meth-mayhem-drug-pervades-american-culture/
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Section Two: Responding        (40 Marks) 

In this section there are six (6) questions. Answer one (1) question.  

 

Your response should demonstrate your understanding of form, purpose, context and audience. 

 

You must make primary reference to any text or text type that you have studied. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
 

Question 4:          (40 marks) 
 
“A film, a piece of theatre, a piece of music, or a book can make a difference. It can change the 
world.” (Alan Rickman) 
 
Discuss the social or cultural impact of at least one text you have studied. 
 
 
Question 5:          (40 marks) 
 
Explore the relationship between construction and purpose in one or more studied texts. 
 
 
Question 6:          (40 marks) 
 
Analyse the way one text you have studied has been created to communicate controversial 
ideas. 
 
 
Question 7:          (40 marks) 
 
Discuss how your understanding of context has influenced your response to the characters or 
people in a text you have studied.  
 
 
Question 8:          (40 marks) 
 
Examine the way a text you have studied offers representations of social groups or events. 
 
 
Question 9:          (40 marks) 
 
With close reference to at least one text you have studied, explain how the author has made 
stylistic and structural choices to evoke a particular audience response. 
 
 
 

End of Section Two 
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Section Three: Composing       (30 Marks) 

In this section there are five (5) questions. Answer one (1) question. 

 

You are required to demonstrate writing skills by choosing a form of writing appropriate to a 

specific audience, context and purpose. 

 

Suggested working time: 60 minutes. 

 

 
 
Question 10:          (30 marks) 
 
It began in the usual way. 
 
Use this line as the opening sentence in a piece of writing. 
 
 
Question 11:          (30 marks) 
 
Using the characters or setting below as a stimulus, create a narrative about friendship. 
 

 
 
 
Question 12:          (30 marks) 
 
“The need to protect the environment has emerged as an undeniably important priority.”  
(Lily Cole) 
 
Argue for or against this statement in a persuasive essay. 
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Question 13:          (30 marks) 
 
Compose a narrative in which the central character makes a life-changing decision.  
 
 
Question 14:          (30 marks) 
 
“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”  
(Martin Luther King, Jr.) 
 
Incorporate this statement, or the ideas it contains, in a form of your choice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Examination 
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